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Aim
On completion of the course the student should be able to

e display deeper understanding of the role and significance of international
organizations and international institutions;

e relate the phenomenon of international organization to current theories of international
relations, as well as to understand general aspects of organizational behavior and
organizational change;

e identify the types and expressions of international organization in the contemporary
world;

e display in-depth knowledge of a particular case of international organization and/or
the organization of a particular issue area in international relations.

Examination

The course is examined through an individual project work (case study), which will be
reported (in preliminary form) in writing and orally at the final seminar on Thursday, October
25, and by active participation in the three seminars on October 10, October 11, and October
18. Non-attendance at seminars will have to be compensated by submitting an extra written
assignment. All seminars have to be accounted for in order to pass the course. The project
work accounts for 5.5 credits; seminar performance accounts for 2 credits.




The project work has the form of a case study. This means that you will choose a particular
international organization of the contemporary world, and use this to illustrate and illuminate
problems of international organization. You may not choose any of the organizations which
are covered by case studies in Barnett & Finnemore.

The aim of the project work is to develop your understanding of the role and significance of
international organizations and international institutions, as well as your independent
analytical skills, by connecting relevant theories and concepts to an empirical case of
international organization.

e The written report should comprise no less than 2.500 and no more than 3.500 words.

e Relevant parts of the course literature should be utilized and referred to, but you are of
course free to use any additional literature and sources.

e All sources must be properly indicated (notes and references in the text, bibliography
at the end of the paper).

Final reports are due on Friday, October 27, 12.00. Your paper must be submitted in Lisam.

Seminar instructions

Seminar 1: Legitimacy of International Organizations (October 10)

Read Gareis (The United Nations: An Introduction) and the articles by Claude and Franck.
What is the basis for the legitimacy of international organizations, and how does this apply to

the UN?

Report in writing (3 full pages of text, 12 pt font, 1.15 spacing) and be prepared to present and
discuss your analysis at the seminar!

Seminar 2: PBL pre-discussion (October 11)
e Introduction to Problem Based Learning (PBL) module
e Presentation of the PBL assignment.
e Steps 1-5 in the PBL-process (see below)
Seminar 3: PBL presentation (October 18)
e Reporting back and discussion

e Reflections and feedback



PBL process

1. Clarifying uncertain terms and concepts
What are the terms and concepts? Make use of acquired knowledge!

2. Defining the problem
What problem is indicated by the assignment?

3. Brainstorm
Analyze the problem — generate ideas and hypotheses!

4. Summarizing and ordering

5. Formulating learning objectives
Questions to be answered (what do we need to learn in order to address the problem?)

6. Individual study
Free use of library and Internet resources (proper referencing)
Written report (3 pgs of full text, double spaced). Final version is due on Friday, October 19.

7. Reporting back and discussion

8. Reflection/feedback
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Schedule

For rooms, see Time Edit

Date

W. 39
Mon 24/9
Wed 26/9

W. 40
Mon 1/10
Tue 2/10 —

—Fri 5/10

W. 41
Mon 8/10
Wed 10/10
Thu 11/10
Fri 12/10

W. 42

Mon 15/10 —

Wed 17/10
Thu 18/10

Fri 19/10 (12.00)

W. 43

Mon 22/10
Tue 23/10 —
Wed 24/10
Thu 25/10

Fri 26/10 (12.00)

Subject

Course introduction (Rittberger, ch 1 & 3; Claude (1967); Reus-Smit)
Theories of 10 (Rittberger, part I)

The Politics of 10 (Rittberger, part I & III; Collingwood)
Prepare for lecture on 10 and bureaucracy and Seminar 1 (read assigned
literature)

10 as bureaucracy (Barnett & Finnemore, Jinnah, Xu & Weller)
Seminar 1

Seminar 2: PBL pre-discussion

Independent work on PBL assignment

Independent work on PBL assignment
Seminar 3: PBL presentation
PBL-reports are due

Case study: Tutorial session
Independent work on case study

Final seminar: Case study presentation
Case studies are due



